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i o Discon r* nue. v. a. I o leave o!r ; to ceafe any practice 
or habit. 

Twenty puny lies I’ll tell 
1 hat men fhall lvvear I’ve difontinued fehool 
Above a twelvemonth. Shu kef pears. 

^ Examine thy cuftoms of diet, fleep, exercife, apparel, and 
tlie like, and try, in any thou fhalt judge hurtful, to difiontinne 
it by little and little ; but fo, as if thou find any inconvenience 
by the change, thou come back to it again. Bacon's Eff ays. 

2 . 1 o break off ; to interrupt. 

I here is that property, in all letters, of aptnefs to be con- 
joined in fyliablcs and words, through the voluble motions of 
the organs from one flop or figure to another, that they mo- 
dify and diferiminate the voice, without appearing to difion- 
Unite it. Holder’s Elements of Speech. 

Discontinuity, n. f [dis and continuity .] Difunitv of 

parts ; want of cohefion. 

I hat this dij continuity of parts is the principal caufe of the 
opacity of bodies, will appear by confidering that opaque fub- 
ftances become tranfparent by filling their pores with any 
Jubilance of equal, or almoft equal denfity with their 

P a,ts - Newton Opt. 

Disconv e nience v. f fits and convenience .] Incon- 
gruity ; di (agreement ; opposition of nature. 

Tear anieth many times out of natural antipathies of na- 
ture, but in thefe dij conveniences of nature deliberation hath 

_ j 1 ” place at all. Bramhall' s Anjwer to Hobbs. 

DISCORD. n.J. [diforlia, Latin.] 

1 Ditagreement ; opposition j mutual anger ; reciprocal oppug- 
nanev. 

J 

See what a (courge is laid upon your hate, 

J hat heav’n finds means to kill your joys with love ! 

And I, for winking at your difeords too, 

Have loti a brace of kinfinen. Shakefp. Rom. and Jul. 

I ake but degree away, untune that firing, 

And hark what difeord follows j each thing mee s 
In meer oppugnancy. Shakefp. Troll, and Creff. 

He is a falfe witnefs that fpeaketh lies, and that foweth dif- 
eord among brethren. Prov. vi. 19. 

2. Difference, or contrariety of qualities. 

Difeord , like that of mufic’s various parts, 

Difeord that makes the harmony of hearts ; 

Difeord that only this difpute fhall bring, 

W ho beft fhall love the duke and ferve the king. Dryd. Ep. 

All nature is but art unknown to thee ; 

All chance, direction which thou canfl not fee; 

All dij 'or d, harmony not underflood ; 

All partial evil, univerfal good. Pope's Efjay on Man. 

3. [In mufic.] Sounds not of themfelves pleafing, but neceflary 
to be mixed with others. 

It is found alone that doth immediately and incorporeally 
aflcCt mod ; this is moll manifeft in mufic, and concords and 
dfcords in mufic : for all founds, whether they be fiiarp or 
flat, if they be fweet, have a roundnefs and equality; and if 
they be harfh, arc unequal : for a difeord itfelf is but a harfh- 

■ nefs of divers founds meeting. Paeon's N. Hijl. Part I. p. 400. 

It is the lark that fings fo out of tune. 

Straining harfh difeords and unpleafing fharps. Shakefp. 
flow doth mufic amaze ‘us, when of difeords fhe mak- 
eth the fweeteft harmony ? Pcaeham. 

To Discord, v.n. [difordc, Latin] To difagree; not to 
fuit with. 

Sounds do difturb and alter the one the other ; fometimes 
the one drowning the other, and making it not heard ; fome- 
times the one jarring and difording with the other, and mak- 
ing a confufion . Bacon's Nat. Eliji. N°. 227. 

Discordance 7 nf [from difeord J Difagreement ; op- 

Disco'rdancy. 3 pofition ; inconfiffency. 

Disco'rdant. adj. [difordano, Latin.] 

1. Inconfifient ; at variance with itfelf. 

Mvrrba was ioy’d the welcome news to hear. 

But clogg’d with guilt, the joy was unfincere; 

So various, fo difeordant is the mind. 

That in our will a different will we find. Dryden. 

2 . Oppofitc ; contrarious. 

'I he difeordant attraction of feme wandering comets would 
certainly diftraCt and diforder the harmony of the motions and 
revolutions of the planets, if they approached too near them. 

Cheyne' s Phil Princip. 

3. Incongruous ; not conformable. 

Hither confidence is to be referred, if by a comparifon of 
things done with the rule there be a confonancy, then follows 
the fentence of approbation ; if difeordant from it, the fentence 
of condemnation. hale's Origin of Mankind. 

Discordantly, adv. [from difeordant .] 

1. Inconfiftently ; in difagreement with itfelf. 

2. In difagreement with another. 

Two firings of a mufical infirument being ftruck together, 
making two noifes that arrive at the ear at the fame time as to 
fenfe, yield a found differing from either of them, and as it 
were compounded of both ; infomuch, that if they be dijeor- 


D I S 

dantly tuned, though each of them firuck apart, wouW »r 1 j 
pleafing round ; yet being ftruck together, Ly’5 
and troublefome noife. h i \ , arlh 

3. Peevifhly ; in a contradiXious manner. * ° U Loloun - 

'IoDiscoxzk. v. a [defcouvrir, French ; dis and cover 1 

1. io lhew ; to dilclofe ; to bring to light. J 

Go draw afide the curtains, and difeover 
The feveral carets to this noble prince. Sh.Menb ofl\ 
He afeovereth oeep things out of darknefs, and brina/th. 
to light the fhadow of death. » fe ... 

2. To make known. ^ xu - 22. 

We will pars over unto there men, and we will di( m . r 
ourfelves unto them. t,- J . j 

3. To find out; to efpy. Q ‘ XU ‘ ^ 

He fhall never by any alteration in me difeover mv know 
ledge of his miftake. Pop / s L f 

Disco'verable. adj. [from difeover.'] 

1. 1 hat which may be found out. 

. * ‘- at m ‘ nera ' matter which is fo fparingly and difperfedlv 

intermixed with the common and terreftrial matter, as not to 
b z AJ cover able by human induftry; or if difeoverable d : f 
fufed and fcattered amongfl the crafTer and more unprofitable 
matter, can never be feparated. Woodw. Nat Hi'} 

Revelation may afl'ert two things to be joined, whofe con- 
nexion or agreement is not dfeoverable by reafon. WatthLoo 

2. Apparent ; expoed to view. ^ 

I hey were deceived by Satan, and that not in an invifible 
fituation, hut in an open and difeoverable apparition, that is 
in the form of a ferpent. Brown's Vnlg. Err. b. i. c. 6 . 

It is concluded by aftronomers, that the atmofphere of the 
moon hath no clouds nor rains, but a perpetual and uniform 
ferenity; becaufe nothing difeoverable in the lunar furface is 
ever covered and abfeonded by the interpofition of any clouds 

° rn ? iib ’ , rr „ • ‘ Bentley's Serm. 

Disco ver er. n.f [from dj cover.’] 

1. One that Ends any thing not known before; a finder out. 

If more be found out, they will not recompence the dif- 
coverer's pains, but will be fitter to be caft out. Ho’der's El. 

Places receive appellations according to the language of the 
difeoverer , from observations made upon the people. Notes on Od. 

The Cape of Good Hope was doubled in thofe early times; 
and that the Portuguefe were not the firft df cover ers of that 
navigation. Arbutbnot on Coin. 

An old maiden gentlewoman is the greateft difeoverer ok 
judgments ; flic can tell you what fin it was that fie t fuch a 
man’s houfe on fire. * Add. Sped?. N°. 483. 

2. A fcout ; one who is put to defery the pofture or number of 
an enemy ; fpeculator. 

Here (land, my lords, and fend dfcoverers forth, 

To know the numbers of our enemies. Shakefp. Hen. VI. 

Di sco‘ very, n.f [from difeover.] 

1. 'J he act of finding any thing hidden. 

Of all who fince have us’d the open fe a, 

Than the bold Englifh none more fame have won; 

Beyond the year, and out of heaven’s high way, 

They make difeoveries where they fee no fun. Dryd. A. M, 

2. 1 he aCt of revealing or difcloftng any fecret. 

W hat muft 1 hold a candle to my fliame ? 

They in themfelves, good tooth, are too too light. 

W by ’tis an office of difeovery , love, 

- And I thould be obfeur’d. Shakefp. Merch of Verdict. 

Things that appeared amiable by the iight of this world, 
appear of a different odious hue in the clear difeoveries of the 
next. South's Serm. 

It would be neceflary to fay fomething of the ftate to which 
the war hath reduced us ; fuch a difeovery ought to be made as 
late as poflible. Swift* 

To Discou'nsel. v. a. [dis and cow f el.] To difluade; to 
give contrary advice. 

But him that palmer from that vanity, 

With temperate advice djcounfellcd. Spenfr’s Fa. Fji. 

Discou'nt. n.f [dis and count.] The fum refunded in a 
bargain. 

His whole intention was, to buy a certain quantity of cop- 
per money from Wood at a large difeount , and fell them as 
well as he could. Swift's Mifcel. 

To Discou'nt. v. a. [from themoun.] To count back; to 
pay back again. 

My father’s, mother’s, brother’s death I pardon : 

My prayers and penance fhall difeount for thefe, 

And beg of heav’n to charge the bill on me. Dryd Don Scb. 

The farmers fpitefully combin’d. 

Force him to take his tithes in kind ; 

And Parvifol difeount s arrears. 

By bills for taxes and repairs. Swift's Mfd< 

To Disco u'ntenance. v.a. [dis and countenance.] 

1. To difeourage by cold treatment. 

Unwilling they were to difeount enance any man who was 
willing to ferve them. Clarendon , b. via. 

The . truly upright judge will always countenance right, an 

difcountenance wrong. Atterbury s Sam. 
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2. To abafli ; to put to fhame. 

W ifdom in difeourfe with her, 

Lofes dif countenanced, and like folly fhews. Milt. P ar.LoJt. 

He came, and with him Eve, more loth, though hrfi 
To offend ; difeount enanc'd both, and difeompos’d. Milton. 

How would one look from his majeftic brow, 

Seated as on the top of virtue’s hill, 

Difeount' nance her defpis’d. 11 + 

Discountenance, n.f [dis and countenance.] Cold treat- 
ment ; unfavourable afpeCt ; unfriendly regard. 

He thought a little difcountenance upon thofe perfons would 
fupprefs that fpirit. . . „ Clarendon. 

All accidental misfortunes, how inevitable foever, were lull 
attended with very apparent difcountenance. Clarendon , b. vin. 

J _ « « r • 1 ^ \ koorp 
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Of various things difc.urftng as he pais d, 

Anehifes hither bends. 

2. To treat upon in a folemn or fet manner. 

That the general maxims we are dijcourftng ot 
known to children, ideots, and a great part of mankind 
have already Sufficiently proved. 

3. To reafon ; to pafs from premifes to conferences. 

And yet the pow’rs of her difeourfmg thoughts, 

From the collection is a diveife thing. ^ 

Brutes do want that quick dijcourfng pow r. 

To DjscouRse. v. a. [from the noun. J To treat of. 
Renowned duke, vouchfafe to take the pains 
To go with us into the abbey here, r 

And let us there at large difeourfe all our fortunes. So. Co. E?r r 


Dryd. 

are not 
we 
Eocke. 


Davie<* 

Davies. 


In'ocpedatfon ofthehour of judgment, he patiently bears Discou'rser, n.f. .'[from dificurje.] 
i - - * a fnooirpr . an haranguer. 


all the difficulties of duty, and the difcountenance he meets with 
from a wicked and prophane world. Rogers's Serm. 

Discou'nten ancer. n.f [from difcountenance.] One that 
difeourages by cold treatment; one that deprefies by unfriendly 

regard. , , . 

Rumours of fcandal and murmurs againft the king and his 

government, taxed him for a great taxer of his people and 
difcountenancer of his nobility. Bacons Hen. VII. 

To DISCOU RAGE, v. a. [ deemrager , Fr. dis and courage.] 
j. To deprefs ; to deprive of confidence ; to dejedl ; to daftardize. 
I might neither encourage the rebels infolence; nor dif- 
eourage the proteftants loyalty and patience. K. Charles. 

The apoftle with great zeal difeourages too unreafonable a 

preemption. . Ro gf r [ s Sen ”- 

To deter ; to fright from any attempt : with from before the 


A fpeaker ; w 

The trad! of every thing; 

Would by a good difeourfer lofe fome life* 
Which adtion’s felf was tongue to. 


Sbakefpeare. 


1. 


2. 


thing 


Wherefore difeourage ye the heart of the children of Ifrael 
from going over into the land ? Numb, xxxik J. 

3. It is irregularly ufed by i emple , with to before the lollowing 

word. 

You may keep your beauty and your health, unlefs you 
deftroy them yourfelf, or difeourage them to ftay with you, 
by ufing them ill. Temple r Mifcell. 

DiscouRager. n.f. [from difeourage.] One that imprefles 
diffidence and terror. 

Moft men in years, as they are generally difeouragers of 
youth, are like old trees, which being paft bearing themfelves, 
will fuffer no young plants to flourifh beneath them. Pope. 
Discouragement, n.f. [from difeourage.] 

1. The adt of deterring, or deprefling hope. 

2 . Determent ; that which deters from any thing. 

Amongft other impediments of any inventions, it is 
none of the meaneft difeouragements , that they are fo gene- 
rally derided by common opinion. Wilkins's Math. Magn. 

The books read at fchools and colleges, are full of incite- 
ments to virtue, and difeouragements from vice. Swift. 

3. The caufe of depreflion, or fear. 

To things we would have them learn, the great and only 
difeouragement is that they are called to them. Locke . 

DISCOU'RSE. n.f. [> difeours , Fr. difeurfus, Latin.] 

1. The adt of the underftanding, by which it pafles from pre- 
mifes to confequences. 

' By reafon of that original weaknefs in the inftruments, 
without which the underftanding part is not able in this world 
* by difeourfe to work, the very conceit of painfulnefs is a bridle 
to ftay us. Hooker , b. 1. fj. 

Sure he that made us with fuch large difeourfe , 

Looking before and after, gave us not 
That capability and godlike reafon 

To ruft in us unus’d. Shakefpeare. 

The third adl of the mind is that which connedis propofi- 
tions, and deduceth conclufions from them : and this the fchools 
call difeourfe ; and we fhall not mifcall it, if we name it 
reafon. Glanv. Scepf. c. 13. 

2. Converfation ; mutual intercourfe of language ; talk. 

He waxeth wifer than himfelf, more by an hour’s dif- 
eourfe , than by a day’s meditation. Bacon's Effays. 

In thy difeourfe , if thou defire to pleafe. 

All fuch is courteous, ufeful, new, or witty ; 

Ufefulnefs come by labour, wit by eafe, 

Courtefy grows in court, news in the city. Herbert . 

'Fhe vanquifh’d party with the vidlors join’d. 

Nor wanted fweet difeourfe , the banquet of the mind. Dryd. 

3. EfFufion of language ; fpeech. 

Topical and fuperficial arguments, of which there is ftore 
to be found on both fides, filling the head with variety of 
thoughts, and the mouth with copious difeourfe , ferve only to 
amufe the underftanding and entertain company. Locke. 

4. Atreatife; a diflertation either written or uttered. 

The difeourfe here is about ideas, which, he fays, are real 
things, and feen in God. Locke. 

Plutarch, in his difeourfe upon garrulity, commends the 
fidelity of the companions of Ulyfles. Pope's Odyffey , Notes. 
To Discou'rse. v.n. [from the noun.] 
t. To converfe ; to talk; to relate. 

How wert thou handled, being prifoner ? 

Difeourfe , I pr’ythce on this turret’s top. Shakefp. Hen.YV . 
Vo l. I. 
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2. A writer on any fubjeX ; a diflertator. . 

Philologers and critical difeourfer s , who look beyond the o 
vious exteriors of things, will not be angry at our narrower 
explorations. Brown's Pref '. to V ulgar E rrours. 

But it feems to rile, that fuch difeourfer s do reafon upon 
fhort views, and a very moderate compafs of thought. Sivift. 

DiscouRsive. adj. [from difeourfe.] 

Palling by intermediate flops from premifes to confequences. 

The foul 

Reafon receives, and reafon is her being, 

Difcourfive , or intuitive ; difeourfe _ . 

Is ofteft yours, the latter is moft ours. Milton s Par. Life}. 
Containing dialogue ; interlocutory. 

The epic is every where interlaced with dialogue or difecour - 
five feenes. Dryden on Dramatic Poefey. 

Discourteous, adj. [dis and courteous .] Uncivil; uncom- 
plaifant; defective in good manners. 

He refolved to unhorfe the firft difecourteous knight he fhould 
meet. Motteux's Don Quixote 

DiscouRtesy. n. f. [dis and courtefy.] Incivility; rude- 
nefs ; a<ft of difrefpeX. 

As if chearfulnefs had been tedioufnefs* and good enter- 
tainment had been turned to difourtefy , he would ever get 
himfelf alone. Sidney. 

Be calm in arguing ; for fiercenefs makes 
Error a fault, and truth difourtefy. Herbert . 

He made me many vifits, maundering as if I had done him 
a difourtefy. W if email s Surg . 

Discourteously, adv. [from difecourteous.] Uncivily ; rudely. 
Discou's. [from difeus, Latin.] Bfoad ; flat; wide. Ufed by 
botanifls to denote the middle, plain, and flat part of fome 
flowers, fuch as the flos fobs; &c. Qp in fy' 

DISCRE'DIT. n. f [ decrediter , French.] Ignominy ; re- 
proach ; lower degree of infamy; difgrace; imputation of 
a fault. 

Had I been the finder out of this fecret, it Would hot have 
relifhed among my cither difredits. Shakefpeare' s Winter's Tale. 

Idlers will ever live like rogues, and not fall to work, buc 
be lazy, and then certify over their country to the difredit 
of a plantation. Bacon . 

That they may quit their morals without any df credit to 
their intellectuals, they fly to feveral ftale, trite, pitiful ob- 
jections and cavils. South. 

’Tis the duty of every chriftian to be concerned for the re- 
putation or difredit his life may bring on his profeflioh. Rogers. 

Alas, the fmall difredit of a bribe, 

Scarce hurts the lawyer, but undoes the feribe. Pope. 

To Discre'dit. v a. [ decrediter , French.] 

1. To deprive of credibility ; to make not trufted. 

He had fram’d to himfelf, by the inftruCtion bf his frailty, 
many deceiving promifes of life, which I have difredited 
to him, and now is he refolved to die. Shake f 

2. To difgrace; to bring reproach upon; to fhame; to make 
lefs reputable or honourable. 

You had left unfeen a wonderful piece of work, which not 
to have been blcft withal, would have difredited you. Shake f 

He is commended that makes a faving voyage, and 
lead difredits his travels, who returns the fame man he 
went. Wotton. 

He like a privileg’d fpy, whom nothing can 

Difredit , libels now ’gainft each great man. Donne. 

RefleCt how glorious it would be to appear in countenance 
of difredited duty, and by example of piety revive the declin- 
ing fpirit of religion. Rogers. 

Without care our belt aCtions will lofe much of their in- 
fluence, and our virtue's will be often difredited with the ap- 
pearance of evil. Rogers's Serm. 

DISCRETT. adj. [difir ct, French.] Prudent; circUmfpeCt; 

cautious; fober ; not rafh ; not precipitant ; notcarelefs; not 
hardily adventurous. 

Honeft, difireet, quiet, and godly learned men* will not 
be withdrawn by you. * Whitgifte. 
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